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METHOD
Subjects. The subjects for this study were

128 mothers and their children (aged 5 )
who were regularly enrolled in public school
kindergarten in one of two southern metropoli­
tan areas. The decision to use five and six year
olds was based on the assumption that con­
versation should be sampled at a relatively full
stage e ent.
was e ed among k
families by sex. Only first born children were
used i to a a ributable to
imitating older sibli All of the su were
English ing were free of t
health, speech, 0 ychological problems as
reported by school authorities and as verified
by t observation.

Procedure. Near the end of the kinde
year, w tacted each mother to s
home visit for the purpose of recor e
mother and child conversing. At the onset of
the visit, both mother and child were told that
the pu of th earch was to learn how
mot Ik to oth r.
child (
sen the
nity onver
prim
doub
whic
iseso a

Volume10No1 May1982 91

TABLE 1: SUBJECT-OBJECT
PRONOUN RATIO

$ubject:Object Child
I:Me 3.9
We: Us 5.5
They: Them 2.3
He, She: Him, Her 6.8

Following a brief interview to ascertai
n,each
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Us He/She Him/Her
1.0 9.0 1.0
1.0 10.5 1.0

We
5.5
4.0

1.0
1.5

AVIER'~GE rn,,,,~,-,uN FORMS PER 5-MINUTE DYAD

You
5.0

38.8

Me
3.5
3.0

Actor I
C 15.5
Mother 5.5

e
11 Him, Her 12 13 12 12
8 ',Me 9 8 8 9
6 s 3 6 4 5

They,
Them 3 4 3 3 Them 2 6 5 3
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A question of interest in the study of social
projection concerns the stability of this lop­
sided pattern of maternal self-effacement and
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(From p 89)
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