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whose social particularism did succumb to the
forces of modernity. Both societies are com­
posed of multiple social groupings. In England,
those social groups were religious whereas in
South Africa they are primarily racial. Full
membership and socia-legal status in English
society was contingent upon membership in
the Anglican Church. In South Africa, full mem­
bership is contingent upon particularist cre­
dientials, white racial status.

Where multiple social groupings exist, SOCi­
ety is faced with the task of creating and main­
taining social and moral unity out of diversity
(Parsons, 1971). Such unity is present when
the various groups are normatively regulated
or defined with reference to each other. Two
logical alternatives to normative regulation
may be suggested. First, the normative order
may be defined with reference to a $ingle
group, excluding other groups from full socio­
legal status. Such is the case of South Africa
as well a$ Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century
England where full socio-Iegal status is and
was based on particularist criteria. Second,
the normative order may defined on the basis
of universal criteria inclusive of all groups.
Such is the case with modern England, which
is the anticipated course of development in
South Africa according to the liberal tradition
(Robertson, 1971).

In England, the application of traditional
norms to novel types of situations (specifically,
those of a modernizing economy) resulted in
the universalization of those norms. The direc­
tion of normative development in South Africa
has been the opposite. There, the application
of traditional norms to modern economic situa­
tions has resulted in even further racial par­
ticularism and the refinement of those norms in
a manner than orders them "rationally· com­
patible with modern social processes.

ENGLAND AND RELIGIOUS TOLERATION
In England, social multiplicity and the par­

ticularist conception of society was a direct
outcome of the English Reformation· of the
16th Century. Papal authority was removed
from England and the monarch was granted
ecclesiastic supremacy. A negative social
reaction then occurred against Papists and
non-conformists (Protestant dissenting sects).
Non-Anglican religious groups were excluded
from the rights and privileges typically granted
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full societal members. The Corporation and
Test Acts had the effect of excluding non-Ang­
licans from serving in Parliament or·holding
other public offices by requiring an oath of al­
legiance to the monarch: a declaration re­
pudiating worship of the Virgin and the Catho­
lic rites. Those refusing to swear could "be
deemed and adjudged a popish convict to all
intents and purposes? (Willen, 1971 :223).

After the Bloodless Revolution of 1688, the
Toleration Act, formally entitled "An act for
exempting their Majesties protestant subjects,
dissenting from the church of England, from
the penalities of certain laws,· was passed.
The political aspect of toleration was· ex­
pressed in the statutes's preamble: "Foreas­
much as some ease to scrupulous conSci­
ences in the exercise of religion may be an ef­
fectual means to unite their majesty protestant
sUbjects in interest and affection...• (Willen,
1977:224). The act relieved Dissenters from
the effects of several acts, which reqUired un­
iformity of worship and imposed various other
restrictions and disabilities, provided they sub­
scribe allegiance to the Monarch andto Christ­
ianity. The Toleration Act was the beginning of
religious toleration. Dissenters pledged al­
legiance to King William and Queen Mary in
exchange for certain basic sOCial and political
rights.

Full toleration was achieved when religious
content was removed from the definition of
societal membership. This gradual process
took Well over a hundred years. During the
course of the eighteenth century, religious al­
legiance remained but was universalized
beyond Anglican religious belief and member­
ship.

From 1820 to 1850, Parliament repealed re­
strictions against Roman Catholic::s, Protestant
dissenters, and Jews. Thus, a situation of cul­
tural pluralism or religious denominatooalism
was achieved in England by the middle of the
19th Century. Societal membership, inclUding
the criterion for full membership status in sOCi­
ety, together with the rights, privileges, and im­
munities appertaining thereto, apolitical. With
the development of religious toleration, laws
became applicable to all. Hence, the rights of
all citizens were legally enforced and guaran­
teed, in principle. Political universalism re­
placed religious particularism.
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fear of miscegenation, a fear later reaffirmed
by the Immorality Act and the Prohibition of In­
termarriage Act.

COMPARISON OF DEVELOPMENT PRO­
CESS

The development of religious toleration in
England was tied to the structural separation
of the political system from religion, and
changes in modes of cultural legitimation
len, 19 Religious toleration involved the in­
clusion of non-conformist religious groups into
a single social structure along with the domin­
ant Anglicans. Such inclusion involved the ob­
jectification of legal membership status at a
level of generality beyond religion. One state
of development was the generalization from
Anglican religious membership to Protestant
religious membership. Anglican religious cre­
dentials once required full political and so­
cial status was replaced by the broader cate-
gory of Protestant r ious creden . Eve-
ntually, with the Nineteenth C ration
acts, political affiliation alone superceded all
religious allegiances as the sole basis for
socio-Iegal status in English society.

o "in norm e culture were
also important for religious toleration. Norma­
tive culture including general cultural mean­
ings and symbols provide legitimacy to social
relationships as well as statutory regUlations.
The identity of the societal community with full
soci I membership and socio-Iegal status
with the ican religion was legitimated
the conception of the divine and "natu
obedience dueto a sovereign from
Toleration, on the other hand, receiv
macy from first, social contract and, eventu­
ally, utilitarian conceptions. Social contract no­
tions, ting towards a separation of church
from state, were reflected in the special 10
oaths reqUired of religious nonconformists
dur the latter part of the 17th en-
turies. Utilitarian ideas later became ap t.
Interference of the government in matters of
private conscience was regarded as·unwar­
ranted, except insofar as to preserve the auto­
nomy of that private sphere. Involved here was
a differentiation of the state and the individual,
that is, a cultural definition of the individual as
more than a political being.

Modernization in South Africa, specifically,
the development of a national economy in
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CONCLUSION
The conflict between the two groups of

South African whit Africaner and t:r1lgIlSln-
speak has been Iy significant for the di-
rection of racial particularism in Sout:n A.frica.
Africaner Nationalist tical dominance has
been heavily dependent on the symbolism of
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