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SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL WORK:
MARRIAGE OR DIVORCE?

Richard Enos
North Texas State University

INTRODUCTrON Undergraduate soc­
ial work programs have grown
phenomenally in the past 15
years. In 1963 there were 138 un­
dergradua te programs accredi ted b­
y the Counci I of Social Work Edu­
cation (hereafter called CSWE). By
1978, despite more stringent stand­
ards, there were 226 colleges and
universities with accredited pro­
grams (CSWE 1978). Although the
CSWE recognized that social work
programs can flourish under a va­
riety of auspices, administrative
suitability depends on the support
recei ved to prepare students for
professional social work training
(CSWE 1974).

This paper- has three goals: 1)
to review major studies in the
social work literature on growth
patterns and descriptions of ad­
ministrative auspices of undergrad­
uate social work programs; 2) to
outline a survey made in 1974,
and repl icated in 1978 to deter­
mine current trends in administer­
ing the programs; 3) to discuss
the trends regarding social
work's historic identification with
social science, and with sociology
in particular.

CHARTING ADMINISTRATIVE AUSPICES
Research studies in the social
work literature on pa tterns of ad­
ministration of undergraduate soc­
i al work programs from 1963 to
1971 were reviewed. Then, surveys
of all undergraduate social work
programs were made in 1974 and
again in 1978 by a nine-item mail­
ed questionnaire. For the 1974 sur­
vey there were two follow-ups by
mai I, and contact by telephone.
I n the 1978 survey there was one
mai I follow-up, and personal and
telephone contacts. Administrators
were asked to mark the choice
which best described their own sit­
uation. The nine types of adminis­
trative ausices were as follows:

1 An autonomous undergraduate so­
cial work department with social
work faculty responsible to admin­
ister the program.
2 A combined social sciences de­
partment of two or more social
sciences plus a social work de­
partment, where each discipline
maintains separate academic iden­
tity. The social sciences often in­
cluded sociology, psychology, an-
thropology, economics, history,
and political science.
3 Graduate school of social work
auspices, in which the graduate
school administered the undergrad­
uate social work program.
4 Sociology department auspices,
where the head of the sociology
department administered the social
work program.
5 A consortium or collaborative
arrangement with two or more edu­
cational institutions jointly admin­
istering a social work program.
6 As joint sociology and social
work department in which the
chairperson is either a sociologist
or a social worker.
7 Other unique arrangements, us­
ually all ied with heal th programs.
8 An autonomous university depart­
ment other than sociology adminis-
ters the social work program,
such as the psychology depart­
ment.
9 An interdepartmental social
work concentration, in which soc­
ial work content is provided by
faculty from several disciplines,
including social work.

FINDINGS In the 1974 survey,
data were obta i ned from 183 of
the 216 approved programs (85%),
and in the 1978 survey, 189 of
the 226 approved programs provid­
ed data. Between 1962 and 1967,
83 percent of the programs were
located in social science depart­
ments (Dolgoff 1969). Of these, 59
percent were in sociology depart­
ments, and 10 percent were in
departments which had a combined
title with social work included in
the title. Fourteen percent were
in other types of social science
departments. Ten percent were in
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TABLE 1 SOCIAL WORK
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

Auspices '74 '78 +-
% % %

Autonomous social work 31 35 4
Combined social science 18 19 1
Social work grad school 14 16 2
Sociology 13 4 -9
Joint sociology/soc work 8 10 2
Consortium 9 11 2
Autonomous other 2 2 0
I nterdepartmenta I 2 2 0
Other 4 3 -1

Total, percent 101 100
(N) 183 189

departments which had a combined
title with social work included in
the ti t Ie. Fourteen percent were
in other types" of social science
departments. Ten percen t were in
graduate schools of social work,
and 5 percent were listed as auto­
nomous departments. Stamm (1972)
reported somewhat different fig­
ures. The data derived from the
surveys made in 1974 and 1978
are shown in Table 1.

Between 1974 and 1978, the pri­
mary trend seems to be toward
locating these programs in joint
sociology and social work depart­
ments, in consortiums, in gradu­
ate schools of social work and
. '
I n au tonomous soc i a I work depart-
ments.

About a third of these programs
were autonomous, separate depart­
ments of social work, and another
third were in combined social sci­
ence departments, or in gradu"ate
schools of social work. Decreases
were noted in the number of pro­
grams located in sociology depart­
ments or other departmen ts. A sta­
tus quo situation seems to obtain
for interdepartmental auspices.

Such data should be ap­
proached with caution, due to the
turnover of memb ership in the
CSWE over the years, but 72 per­
cent of the programs wh ich were
accredited in 1973 appear in the
1978 listing.
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DISCUSSION The increased number
of undergraduate social work prog­
rams is a reality which has impli­
cations for social science, and
particularly, for sociology depart­
ments, in the competition for stud­
ents, majors, resources, and faci 1­
ities.

I n most cases, social work was
clearly differenti ated from other
disciplines, either in autonomous
social work departments, or in
graduate schools of social work.
Perhaps social work has a smaller
probability of becoming blurred
among other discipl ines when it
is located separately, and social
work professors can be better
identified as professional, person­
ai, and career role models for
student recruitment and social iza­
tion.

In recent years, colleges and
universities have become very re­
ceptive to initiating social work

. programs. This has been fostered
by the avai labi I ity of federal and
state formula-matching grants,
manpower needs for baccalaureate
level social workers, social work
licensing laws, social welfare a­
gency preferences for academ i ca 1­
Iy qualified staff, and student in·­
terest in training which leads to
future employment (Enos 1978). Ac­
credited undergradupte social
work programs are now essen t i a II y
ab Ie to control access into the
field of social work practice.
These factors have undoubtedly
made it possible for new programs
to locate in auspices that reflect
their own interests in terms of
autonomy and control of the major
decisions on curricula, goals, bud­
get, and faculty and personnel
matters. These factors explain the
marked decrease in the number of
programs under sociology departm­
ent auspices.

There are disadvantages in the
movement toward increasing auto­
nomy and differentiation from the
other social science discipl ines.
The tendency to work in academic
isolation from other social scient­
ists, and reduced opportunities
for interdisciplinary research, is
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one consequence. Historically, un­
dergraduate social work education
programs have had to ba I ance pro­
fessional education with liberal
arts education. CSWE has empha­
sized the inclusion of broad I iber­
a I arts content in the degree pro­
gram for the social work major.
Recent I y however, CSWE has been
sanct ion i ng the efforts di rected to
specifying the nature of the liber­
al arts content fel t to be most
relevant for the social work major
preparing for advanced training
or social work practice (Baer &
Federico 1978). The issue for
many social work educators now
becomes: When does professional
education with a I iberal arts base
leave off, and when does the tech­
nical training and vocationalism
begin? The answer to this question
may determine the nature of the
alliances among social work, soci­
ology, and other social sciences.
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